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Course Description: 
This course applies to persons who are required to wear breathing apparatus for part of their job because they are 
working in a confined space, with hazardous gases/vapours, in irrespirable atmospheres or for other applications 
requiring the wearing of breathing apparatus. 
 

Unit of Competency: 

MSMWHS216 Operate Breathing Apparatus 
 
(PUAFIR207 Operate Breathing Apparatus Open Circuit – Is available upon request) 

 

Entry Requirements: 
The ability to; 

• interpret any permits or other documentation associated with the wearing of breathing apparatus for the job. 

• Writing is required to the level of completing required workplace reports. 

• Numeracy is required to enable the determination of the available working time from a breathing apparatus 
set and similar activities. 

• wear harnesses and/or other PPE as required  
• perform manual handling tasks and strenuous activities 

 
Those that suffer from claustrophobia may find it difficult to wear Breathing Apparatus and fulfil the requirements 

of the course.   

 
Prerequisites: 

Nil 

 

Course Content: 
• Purpose of Breathing Apparatus 

• Requirements of the wearer 

• Set construction 

• Irrespirable atmosphere 

• Set’s duration 

• Wearer safety 

• Donning and starting procedures 

• After use maintenance 
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Facial Hair: In line with Australian Standards, PARCOR can still train participants with facial hair, but the training 

and notes will ensure that participants understand that facial seal requirements must be met before entry into any 

hazardous area. 

  

Assessment: 
Assessment of knowledge will be conducted by use of a workbook and verbal questioning. Participants will also be 

required to demonstrate competence through a range of practical activities. 

 
 

Delivery Method: 
Face to Face training will be conducted over a period of 6 hours including both theory and practical components. 

Training can be conducted both on or offsite site provided a training room and practical area are available for use.  

 

Group Size: 
To ensure quality training and a safe learning environment, the maximum allowable group size is 8 participants.  

  

Participant Responsibilities: 
Participants are required to be on time for all courses and bring a form of identification such as drivers licence or 
Medicare card for verification of details listed on the course enrolment form. 
 
For additional Participant Responsibilities, please refer to the Participant Handbook on our website 
www.parcor.com.au/participant-resources. 

 

What information will PARCOR require? 
Due to the assessment requirements of the unit of competency, PARCOR will need to be provided with the following 

information prior to training commencement; 

• Current breathing apparatus procedures (if applicable on-site) 
  

 

What will your organisation receive?  
• Statement of Attainment and wallet card issued to individual participants who successfully complete the 

requirements of the unit of competency and have a valid Unique Student Identifier (USI). 

How often should reassessment be conducted? 
AS/NZS 1715:2009 Selection, use and maintenance of respiratory protective equipment stipulates the frequency 
of retraining and reassessment ‘as a minimum shall be considered at least annually’.  

 

Where can I view the unit of competency? 
 
MSMWHS216 Operate Breathing Apparatus  
https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/MSMWHS216 

 
 

 

 

http://www.parcor.com.au/
http://www.parcor.com.au/participant-resources
https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/MSMWHS216

